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It	urges	Member	States	to

“establish	and	strengthen	institutional	
capacity	in	order	to	generate	country-
level	evidence and	effective,	evidence-
based	policy	decision-making	on	the	
design	of	universal	health	coverage	
systems“

In	2011,	the	World	Health	Assembly	signed	resolution	64.9	
on	Sustainable	Health	Financing	Structures	and	UHC

(Source:	http://apps.who.int/medicinedocs/documents/s21474en/s21474en.pdf)



What	Do	We	Call	UHC?
all	to	receive	needed	health	services	without	suffering	financial	hardship



Financial	protection



Concept	of	Universal	Health	Coverage

3	dimensions	of	UHC
- Who	is	covered
- What	services
- What	is	the	share

Source:	Adjusted	from	Busse R,	et	al.	2007



However,	funds	are	limited
Health	expenditures	as	%	of	GDP

Source: WHO Global Health Expenditure Database



Who	is	covered?

Population	vs	insured	population

By	regions

By	age

Source: HIFM, SSO

Source: HIFM, SSO

Source: HIFM, SSO



“Insurance	for	everyone”
What	are	the	effects?

Poverty	rate	vs	reform	beneficiaries	 Poverty	line	vs	beneficiaries	threshold	

Source: HIFM, SSO Source: HIFM, SSO



Is	the	Government	paying	enough?

Source: Estimate by the authors with data from HIFM, SSO and PDIFM

Average	contribution	vs	average	expenditure	per	category	



Which	services	are	covered	and	which	not

Estimation	of	the	out	of	pocket	health	expenditures	in	2015	in	Macedonia

Total copayment
24%

Additional 
payment for 

medicines
12%

Informal payments 4%

Medicines with 
prescription, purchased out-

of-pocket
7%

Refunds
1%Medicines purchased out-of-

pocket 26%

Services purchased 
out-of-pocket

26%



How	much	of	the	services	value	is	covered?
Exemptions	of	paying	copayment	in	2015	in	Macedonia

22,3%	of	patients	in	2015	have	
been	exampled	from	paying	
copayment	for	the	health	care	they	
received



What	is	the	level	of	financial	protection	in	Macedonia?

Catastrophic	health	expenditures



How	this	has	affected	the	ill	population?

Unmet	health	needs



Conclusions

• The	country	most	keep	the	level	of	coverage	with	mandatory	health	

insurance

• The	broad	benefit	package	VS	the	modest	level	of	funds	for	health,	

indicates	certain	unsustainability	of	the	health	system	in	the	country

• The	solidarity	principal	of	the	system	should	not	be	“misused”	by	the	

government

• The	control	mechanisms	need	to	be	improved

• Actions	need	to	be	taken	in	the	area	of	access	to	drugs
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Link	to	the	study:

http://www.financethink.mk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Universal-health-coverage_Final_EN.pdf


