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C
ontent

•
Introduction

•
Concept of independentliving –

people w
ith

disabilities, 
children, hom

eless, olderpeople
•

Key indicatorsand challenges
•

Policy developm
ent–

people w
ith

disabilities, children, 
hom

eless, olderpeople
•

ESIF investm
ents
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Introduction
•

U
N

 convention
on the

rightsofPersonsw
ith

Disabilities(U
N

CRPD)
•

U
N

 convention
on the

rightsofthe
child

•
U

N
 Principlesforolderpersons

•
Charter ofFundam

ental Rightsofthe
European U

nion
•

European Disability
Strategy

2010-2020
•

2013 Com
m

ission
Recom

m
endation

on Investing
in children

•
European PillarofSocialRights(principles1, 3, 9, 11, 18, 19, 20)
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C
oncept of independentliving

•
People w

ith
disabilities:

•
Article 19 of the U

N
CRPD –

Living independently
and being

included
in the 

com
m

unity
–

and U
N

 interpretation
guidance

•
Both

EU
 and M

S are separate
contracting

parties to the U
N

CRPD. EU
 law

obliges 
M

em
berStates to im

plem
entthe Convention to the extentthatitsprovision fall

w
ithin

the EU
’scom

petence. Independent living and social inclusion w
ere

identified
as EU

 com
petence

areas w
hen

the EU
 accepted

the U
N

CRPD.
•

M
ain im

plem
entation

instrum
ent at EU

 level: European
Disability

Strategy
2010-

2020
•

Charter of Fundam
entalRightsof the EU

 –
Articles 21, 26
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C
onceptofindependentliving

•
Children:

•
U

n
Convention

on the
Rightsofthe

Child
•

U
N

 Guidelines forAlternative Care ofChildren
•

Children
w

ith
disabilities

•
Children

refugees(unaccom
panied

m
inors)
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C
oncept of independentliving

•
Hom

eless:
•

N
o policy

or legislative
fram

ew
ork

at EU
-levelproviding

a definition
of 

independentliving for people experiencing
hom

elessness; no quality
standards for services, norbenchm

arks for m
easuring

progresstow
ards

such
standards

•
Prevailing

practice isan institutional-type of response
•

Right to housing
enshrined

in severalacts: European
Charter of 

Fundam
entalRights, Social Charter of the Council of Europe

•
European

Pillarof Social Rights–
Principle

19 
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C
oncept of independentliving

•
O

lderpeople
/ People in need

oflong-term
 care (LTC):

•
LTC needstend

to
be

farlessw
ellcovered

by
socialprotection

system
sthan

health
care 

needs
•

In m
ostEU

 M
em

ber States at least a partofthe
responsibility

forLTC isplaced
w

ith
the

fam
ily

•
European PillarofSocialRights–

Principle
18 –

affirm
sforthe

firsttim
e at EU

 levelthe
right

to
long-term

 care services
forpersons

w
ho

are
relianton care. Pillarprivilegeshom

e-care 
and

com
m

unity-based
services

•
LTC provision

isEU
 M

em
ber States responsibility; M

S agreed
on setofcom

m
on

objectives
centred

on accessforall to
affordable

and
financially

sustainable
high-quality long-term

 care. 
Cooperation

on LTC issuesin the
SocialProtection

Com
m

ittee.
•

Em
ploym

entaspectsofLTC
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K
ey indicators

and challenges

•
N

o
com

parable
data

on the
extentofindependentliving

ofpersonsw
ith

disabilities
•

Indicatorshave
been

developed
(EU

 Agency forFundam
ental Rights), they

are
related

to
the

U
N

CRPD article
19

•
M

easurem
ent ofquality

ofservicesdifficult; SocialProtection
Com

m
ittee

2010 
issued

“A voluntary
European quality

fram
ew

ork
forsocialservices“

•
N

o
single

com
parable

com
prehensive

data
source

on total num
berofchildren

residing
in institutionsin the

EU
 (estim

atesaround
400.000 –

500.000)
•

Around
4.1 m

illion
streetand

shelterhom
elessin EU

 in a given
year
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Policy developm
ent

•
People w

ith
disabilities:

•
European

Disability
Strategy

•
European

Sem
esterm

onitoring and recom
m

endations–
in 2018 ten

countries gotcom
m

ents
on independentliving or de-

institutionalisation
in theircountry reports 

•
European

Pillarof Social Rights–
new

 Com
m

ission w
illpresent

Action Plan for itsfull im
plem

entation
•

Academ
ic

netw
ork of experts for disability

(AN
ED)
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Policy developm
ent

•
Children:

•
Com

m
ission

Recom
m

endation
on Investing

in Children
(2013)

–
Strengthen

prevention
–

Poverty
m

ust not be
only

reason
forrem

oving
children

from
parental care

–
Ensure

adequate
gate-keeping

–
N

o
expansion

ofinstitutionalcare settings
–

Ensure
accessto

quality
services

–
Support to

children
leftbehind

–
Children

aged
0-3 not in institutions

–
Support to

young
personsaged

18+ fortransition
into

independentliving
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Policy developm
ent

•
Hom

eless:
•

European
Pillarof Social Rights

•
N

ew
 approach

w
ith

»Housing
first»
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Policy developm
ent

•
Long-term

care / O
lderpeople:

•
Develop

proactive and preventive
responses

to social protection againstlong-term
care 

dependency
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ESIF investm
ents

•
Currentperiod

(2014-2020) :
•

M
ore focused

use
ofthe

ESF to
supportthe

transition
from

institutionalto
com

m
unity-based

care, based
on com

m
on

guidelines
•

A num
berofM

em
ber States included

transition
from

institutionalcare to
com

m
unity-based

care in theirESIF program
m

ing
(EE, LT, LV, SI, SK, CZ, HU, 

PL, RO
, HR, EL, BG)

•
ESF+ 2021-2027 w

ill continue
the

approach
forall targetgroups

•
Experience show

sthatintegrated
use

ofEU
 and

national fundsis
necessary

in program
m

ing
DI m

easures
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!

C
ontact:

C
hristiane.W

estphal@
ec.europa.eu


